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1
PET PAMPERS

This invention relates to pet supplies generally and in
particular to an accessory for pets for sanitary disposal
of the droppings therefrom.

To those fond of household pets, the matter of pet
droppings has never seemed to be a problem. But, to
many, such is a problem and to some a most serious
one. With the former, pet droppings, as a general rule,
remained where they fell and were removed only from
the family home, car and perhaps other places which
rarely seemed to include the local park, school yards
and playgrounds. But, this can now all be changed.
With the present invention, the keeper of household
pets including dogs and cats can now keep the parks
and playgrounds and the neighbors yard free from the
droppings which that other group of individuals so fre-
quently raise their voices in complaint.

With the present invention, the pet owner may now
put in practice what ecology and the current environ-
mental talk is all about. To do so does not impose any
hardship on the owner nor is it especially uncomfort-
able for that beloved pet. Accordingly, the article or
device according to the invention comprises in combi-
nation, a circular frame means, a harness means cou-
pled to the frame means for removably fitting the arti-
cle or device in operative disposition on the selected
pet, and disposable means removably carried on the
frame means for receiving the droppings when pres-
ented for sanitary disposition thereof.

It is therefore the primary purpose and objective of
the invention to provide an article or device for the san-
itary disposition of the droppings from household pets
and the like.

It is another object of the invention to provide an ar-
ticle or device of the type described for household pets
that utilizes a disposable element into which pet drop-
pings are received when presented.

It is another object of the invention to provide an ar-
ticle or device of the type described that is removably
fitted to the particular pet by way of an adjustable har-
ness.

It is another object of the invention to provide an ar-
ticle or device of the type described that includes provi-
sions for utilizing the animal’s tail to further assure that
droppings when presented are properly directed to the
disposable element.

It is another object of the invention to provide an ar-
ticle or device of the type described using a disposable
paper bag-like element that is removably attached to
the frame thereof.

It is another object of the invention to provide an ar-
ticle or device of the type described that is efficient and
comfortable in operation, easy to install and remove
disposable elements and inexpensive to manufacture.

These features, objects and other advantages of the
invention are more fully brought out in the following
specification reference being had to drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the article or device
of the invention for sanitary control or disposition of
pet droppings and serves to illustrate the manner in
which said device is operatively fitted to a typical pet,
in this case a small dog;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged elevational view in cross-section
of the frame portion of the invention shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the frame
portion of the invention shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;
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FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the frame portion of
FIGS. 2 and 3 to which is mounted a disposable ele-
ment, which element is shown in its collapsed configu-
ration.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the disposable
element of FIG. 4 in a partially open or extended con-
figuration and position; and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the disposable
element of FIGS. 4 and 5 in extended or opened dispo-
sition shortly after having been removed from its for-
mer mounting on the frame as occurs during each re-
placement.

Referring now to the drawing, shown there in FIG. 1
in perspective view is an article or device 10 con-
structed according to the invention. FIG. 1 also serves
to illustrate how the device 10 is normally used or fitted
onto a pet such as the dog depicted by a reference nu-
meral 12. The device 10 includes a frame 14, a harness
16 and a disposable element 18.

As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the frame 14 com-
prises a circular body 20 coextending below an up-
wardly directed half-circle portion 22 in figure 8-like
arrangement. The half-circle portion 22, includes
openings 24 and 26 for receiving rings 28 and 30 re-
spectively, reference FIG. 3. Connected to the rings 28
and 30 is a strap 32 and a buckle 34 respectively, which
when closed in a conventional manner serve to com-
plete in circle-like fashion the half-circle portion 22.

Extending around substantially all of the circular
body 20 along an inner edge portion 38 is an annular
lip 40 for purposes to be described. At the lower most
region of the circular body 20 is provided a retaining
edge 42 that is disposed in spaced apart relationship
with the lip 40 in the immediate area to form U-shaped
cross-sectional configuration.

Mounted on each side of the circular body 20 near
the half-circle portion 22 is a retaining clip 44 having
a head portion 46 and a blade portion 48. The clip 44
is pivotally mounted to the frame 14 by way of a pivot
pin 50. Interposed behind the head portion 46 and the
frame 14 is a spring 52 for biasing the clip 44 in the no-
ramlly closed position as shown in FIG. 2. It should be
noted that upon depressing both head portions 46 to-
wards each other, the blade portions 48 are moved fur-
ther apart and no longer extend into the region defined
by the annular lip 40, for reasons yet to be described.

The harness 16 includes the aforementioned rear
strap 32, the back strap 40, a pair of leg and body straps
54 and 56 and a collar portion 58 as best seen in FIG.
1. The collar portion 58 may be of the commercially
available adjustable type suitably fastened to the back
strap 40. The leg and body straps may likewise be re-
movably connected either to the back strap 40 or to the
frame 14 at the lower portion thereof by means of a
buckle/ring assembly as depicted in FIG. 3 by a refer-
ence 60.

In operation, the frame 14 is positioned as shown in
FIG. 1 with the collar 58 positioned on the animal’s
neck. The back strap 40 is then loosely attached to the
collar 58 after which the strap 32 is removably attached
to the buckle 34. The leg and body straps 54 and 56 are
then attached and in turn tightened to fit snugly with-
out causing discomfort to the animal. If necessary, fur-
ther minor adjustments may be made before the har-
ness 16 is properly and comfortably fitted to the ani-
mal.
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In FIGS. 4, § and 6 is shown, in enlarged perspective,
the disposable element 18 of FIG. 1. Referring first to
FIG. 6, it should be noted that the element 18 includes
aring 62 having an annular surface 64 which, when op-
eratively disposed in the frame 14, as shown in FIGS.
4 and 5 engagbly contacts a similar annular surface that
forms the lip 40. It should be stated that the position
the element 18 with its ring 62 aligned within the inner
edge portion 38 of the frame 14, it is necessary first to
depress the retaining clips 44 against their respective
springs 52 and then next to make sure that the ring 62
has been inserted into the space between the annular
lip 40 and the retaining edge 42 located at the lower-
most part of the frame 14. After these two steps are
completed, the element 18 may be urged into place at
the uppermost part and the clips allowed to return to
their normally closed position whereupon the blade
portions 48 extend into the space region defined by the
inner edge portion 38 and against that surface of the
ring 62 that is opposite the surface 64. Removal of the
element is achieved by following the above steps in re-
verse order.

The element 18 may be formed from any inexpensive
and suitably pliable material including paper. Morein,
with such materials, the element 18 may be provided
with pleats or folds 66 along the sides thereof as best
seen in FIGS. § and 6 so as to permit the clement to be
strip in a collapsed configuration similar to that as
shown in FIG. 4.

While 1 have herein shown and described my inven-
tion in what I have conceived to be the most practical
and preferred embodiments, it is recognized that de-
partures may be made therefrom within the scope of
my invention, which is not to be limited to the details
disclosed herein but is to be accorded the full scope of
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the claim so as to embrace any and all equivalent de-
vices and methods.

I claim:

1. An article of commerce for pets including

dogs, cats and the like for sanitary disposal of the
droppings therefrom, comprising the combination,

circular frame means;

harness means coupled to said frame means for re-
movably fitting said article in operative disposition
on said pets;

disposable means removably carried on said frame
means for receiving said droppings when presented
for sanitary disposition thereof;

said frame means further includes an upstanding U-
shaped element disposed along the upper portion
thereof;

strap means attached at each end of said element for
selectively securing the tail of said pet within said
enclosed U-shaped element and said strap means
being adapted to be removably connected to said
harness means;

said harness means includes a collar for more com-
fortably fitting the article about the neck of the pet,
a back strap interconnecting in a loose joint with
said strap means to said collar and a pair of leg
straps interconnecting said frame to said back
strap,

said disposable means includes a bag-like container
having a rigid rim and collapsible side walls formed
from pliable material including paper; and

said frame means includes spring lock means resil-
iently co-acting with said rim for removably lock-
ing said container in operative disposition to said

frame means.
* % * * *



